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Activities of committees tasked with division of post-monastery
libraries in the north-western governorate of the former Grand
Duchy of Lithuania after the November Uprising

In the second half of the 18th century, a period of dissolution of religious orders
lasting over 100 years began in the Polish territories - being a result of very complex
social, economic, political, and intra-ecclesiastical reasons. Though the first strict
assessments of religious life related to the proposition of secularization of religious
property emerged before the first partition, the execution of dissolution in the lands
of the former Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth was carried out by the partitioning
powers. This strongly affected their character, conferring them not only a political
and economic, but also an anti-church and anti-Polish dimension®.

Within the territory of the Russian Empire they were accompanied by planned
and consistent strengthening of the Orthodox Church - especially in western gover-
norates?. The emerging doctrine of the so-called official nationality, projected a re-
ligious (Orthodox Church), political (autocracy), and national unity?, and in it there
was no room for the Roman Catholic Church, especially for monasteries. The plan for
the dissolution of monasteries and seizure of their possessions in the western gov-
ernorates of the Russian Empire was also inspired by the suppression of religious
Orders in the Kingdom of Poland, which Nicholas I in 1819 started implementing,
deciding on the construction of the Brzes¢ fortress, that is de facto removal of the
religious clergy from Brzes$¢, or the abolition of the college Piarists in Potock in 1830
with the aim of deploying a cadet corps in its buildings*.

It is evident that the dissolutions significantly influenced further operations of
individual religious structures. At that time, the fate of the church as well as mo-
nastic properties and buildings, and finally the works of art, archives, and libraries

1 Complex reasons for the drop in the number of monasteries, monks, and nuns as well
as the planned takeover of their property at the end of the 18th and in the 19th century as
most comprehensively described so far by Piotr P. Gach. See P. P. Gach, Kasaty zakonéw na zie-
miach dawnej Rzeczypospolitej i Slgska 1773-1914, Lublin 1984, p. 206. Por. Idem, Geografia
strat zakonéw polskich w koricu XVIII i w XIX wieku, Rzym 1980.

2 Idem, Kasaty..., p. 207.

3 Ibidem, p. 151; S. S. Dabrowska, Sekularyzacja débr duchownych na Litwie za rzqdoéw
Mikotaja L, [in:] Pamietnik VI Powszechnego Zjazdu Historykdéw Polskich w Wilnie 17-20 wrze-
Snia 1935r., t. 1: Referaty, ed. F. Pohorecki, Lwéw 1935, p. 59.

4 P.P.Gach, Kasaty..., p. 153-154.
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accumulated in them, was extremely dramatic and irreversible. Not only were the
historical continuity of the development of individual archives and libraries bro-
ken, but they were also divided and transferred, additionally they were largely
condemned to physical damage. Movement and division, and often irreversible de-
struction of library and archival collections have already been commented on by
contemporary authors, e.g. Eustachy Tyszkiewicz®. With time, in a decidedly wider
dimension, this topic was also taken up by Franciszek Radziszewski®, J6zef Kaczkow-
ski’, Janusz Iwaszkiewicz®, Piotr Kubicki®, Bronistaw Ussas!?, Marian Szulkin'!, but
also by Edward Chwalewik!? and Marian Lodynski'3.

Many works dealing with the issue of losses of Polish historical collections, in-
cluding monastic ones, were created on the occasion of negotiating their revindi-
cation on the basis of the Riga Treaty'. In recent years, the issue of loss of Polish

5 E. Tyszkiewicz, Wiadomosci historyczne o zgromadzeniach i fundacjach meskich i Zen-
skich rzymsko katolickich w Dyecezji Wilenskiej, ,Teka Wilenska” 1857, vol. 2, p. 231-276;
1858, vol. 3, p. 222-273; 1858, vol. 4, p. 125-178.

6 F. Radziszewski, Wiadomos¢ historyczno-statystyczna o znakomitszych bibliotekach
i archiwach publicznych i prywatnych, tak niegdys bytych jako i obecnie istniejgcych w krajach
dawngq Polske sktadajgcych, a mianowicie: w Krdlestwie Polskiem, Galicyi, W. Ks. Poznariskiem
i Zachodnich guberniach Paristwa Rossyjskiego porzgdkiem abecadtowym miejsc utoZzona, Kra-
kow 1875.

7 J.Kaczkowski, Konfiskaty na ziemiach polskich pod zaborem rosyjskim po powstaniach
183111863, Warszawa 1918.

8 . Iwaszkiewicz, Rabunek mienia polskiego na Litwie po roku 1831, ,Ateneum Wilen-
skie” 1923, 1, 2, p. 226-229.

9 P. Kubicki, Bojownicy kaptani za sprawe Kosciota i Ojczyzny w latach 1861-1915,
cz. 2: Dawna Litwa i Biatorus, t. 4: Niszczenie przez rzqd rosyjski katolickich kosciotéw, kaplic,
klasztoréw, dzwonnic, budynkéw koscielnych, zabieranie dzwondw, bibliotek, kielichdw itd. [ ...]
domowienie i zestawienia w tablicach, Sandomierz 1938.

10 B. Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia polskiego mienia koscielnego przez Rosjan
w swietle Swiadectw rosyjskich (1655-1925), ,Przeglad Powszechny” 1936, vol. 53, 210, no 4,
p-45-66; no 5, p. 185-205.

11 M. Szulkin, Zamykanie bibljotek polskich na Litwie po roku 1863, ,Przeglad Histo-
ryczny” 1932-1933, vol. 30, 1, p. 75-87.

12 E.Chwalewik, Zbiory polskie. Archiwa, biblioteki, gabinety, galerie, muzea i inne zbio-
ry pamigtek przesztosci w ojczyZznie i na obczyznie, t. 1-2, Warszawa-Krakow 1926-1927.

13 M. Lodynski, U kolebki polskiej polityki bibliotecznej (1774-1794), Warszawa 1935;
idem, Materiaty do dziejow Paristwowej Polityki Bibliotecznej w Ksiestwie Warszawskim i Kré-
lestwie Polskim (1807-1831), Wroctaw 1957.

14 S. Ptaszycki, Wywozenie do Rosji polskiego mienia kulturalnego i jego zwrot obec-
ny, ,Przeglad Powszechny” 1923, vol. 40, 157, p. 193-220. See also B. Brezgo, Losy bibliotek
jezuickich kolegiow w Potocku i Witebsku, ,Przeglad Powszechny” 1926, 43, 169, p. 88-94;
A. Czotowski, Rezultaty prac rewindykacyjnych w Rosji, ,Sprawozdania Towarzystwa Nauko-
wego we Lwowie” 1922, vol. 2, 2, p. 77-79; 1922, vol. 2, 3, p. 133-135; S. Rygiel, Sprawa zwro-
tu mienia kulturalnego, ,Ateneum Wilenskie” 1924, vol. 2, 5-6, p. 159-182; S. S. Dabrowska,
Sekularyzacja débr duchownych..., p. 58-67.
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cultural heritage and attempts to recover them has returned thanks among others,
to the work of Zofia Strzyzewska'® and Dariusza Matelskiego®®.

The basic problem with which investigators of post-monastic heritage in the
former Commonwealth encounter today is the huge dispersion of all source docu-
mentation. This also applies to monasteries dissolved in the area of the North-West-
ern region of the Russian Empire, covering the lands of the former Grand Duchy
of Lithuania, i.e. the following governorates: Wilno, Grodno, Minsk, Mohylew, and
Vitebsk!’.

Post-monastery as well as official sources are today found in both the church
(diocesan and monastic) and state collections (archives, libraries, and museums)
located in Lithuania, Belarus, Russia, Ukraine, and dispersed throughout Poland.
In trying to understand these resources, irreplaceable help is served on the one hand
by Marian Radwan repertory archive collections stored in St. Petersburg, Minisk, and
Grodno®8, on the other hand, a list of catalogs and inventories of book collections
from the eastern lands of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth by Urszula Pasz-

15 Z. Strzyzewska, Konfiskaty warszawskich zbioréw publicznych po powstaniu listopa-
dowym. Biblioteka Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego i Warszawskie Towarzystwo Przyjaciét Nauk.
Materiaty i dokumenty z archiwdéw rosyjskich, Warszawa 2000; eadem, Materiaty w archiwach
rosyjskich do badan nad wspélnym dziedzictwem kulturowym, in: Ochrona wspélnego dziedzic-
twa kulturalnego, red. J. Kowalczyk, Warszawa 1993, p. 53-59.

16 D.Matelski, Losy polskich débr kultury w Rosji i ZSRR. Préby restytucji. Archiwa - ksie-
gozbiory - dzieta sztuki - pomniki, Poznan 2003; idem, Problemy restytucji polskich dobr kultu-
ry od czaséw nowozytnych do wspétczesnych, Poznan 2003; idem, Grabiez i restytucja polskich
débr kultury od czaséw nowoZzytnych do wspdtczesnych, t. 1-2, Krakéw 2006.

17 In the Russian Empire 3anadHuiii kpail it comprised 9 governorates created in the
plundered lands of the Commonwealth as a result of the partitions: 6 Belarusian and Lithua-
nian (Ceesepo-3asnaduuliii kpatii) oraz trzy ukrainskie (FOzo0-3aanadnusiii kpati). Kaunas gover-
norate was founded in 1842. In 1929, after the dissolution of the Smolensk Governorate, its
area was incorporated into the Western District.

18 See np. Inwentarz materiatéw do dziejow kosciota katolickiego w Archiwum Wilen-
skiego Gubernatora wojennego, ed. M. Radwan, Lublin 1997; Inwentarz materiatéw do dziejow
kosciota katolickiego w Minskich Archiwach Gubernatorskich, ed. M. Radwan, Lublin 1998;
Inwentarz materiatéw do dziejéw kosciota katolickiego w Archiwum Grodzieriskiego Guberna-
tora Cywilnego, ed. M. Radwan, Lublin 1998; Inventarium documentorum et actorum Ecclesi-
ae Mohiloviensis (1783-1926), ed. M. Radwan, Sankt Petersburg 1998; Repertorium wizyta-
¢ji kosciotow i klasztorow w archiwach Petersburskiego Kolegium Duchownego (1797-1914),
ed. M. Radwan, Lublin 1998; M. Radwan, Kosciét katolicki w archiwach Departamentu Wyznan
Obcych rosyjskiego MSW. Repertorium, Lublin 2001; idem, Repertorium archiwéw Archidiece-
zji Mohylewskiej i Diecezji Miriskiej, Lublin 2001; idem, Archiwa Diecezji tucko-Zytomierskiej.
Repertorium, Lublin 2003; idem, Ecclesiastica w Rosyjskim Paristwowym Archiwum Historycz-
nym w Sankt Petersburgu, Lublin 2008; Kamoauueckas Ljepkoeb 6 apxusax [lenapmamenma
JlyxosHbix [len HHocmpanHbix Hcnosedawnull MB/] [MuHucmpecmea BHympenHux /Jea], red.
M. PagBan, A. Cokounos, t. 1-5, CankT-IleTepcoypr 2000-2001. See also Pardfie, filie, kapli-
ce i klasztory w Cesarstwie Rosyjskim w potowie XIX wieku. Zrédta do dziejéw rozgraniczenia
diecezji tacinskich w Cesarstwie Rosyjskim w potowie XIX wieku, t. 1, cz. 1: Diecezja kamie-
niecka. Diecezja tucko-zytomierska, ed. ]J. Skarbek, Lublin 2000; Historia Kosciota Rzymsko-
katolickiego w Imperium Rosyjskim (XVIII-XX w.) w dokumentach Rosyjskiego Paristwowego
Archiwum Historycznego, ed. K. Pozarski, Sankt Petersburg-Warszawa 1999; Historia Koscio-
ta Rzymskokatolickiego w Rosji i Polsce w dokumentach archiwdw, bibliotek i muzeéw Sankt
Petersburga. Zarys - przewodnik, cz. 2, red. K. Pozarski, Sankt Petersburg-Warszawa 2000;
Apxiy yHisiukix mimpanaaimay. [lakymenmst da 2icmopuli yapkewt y beaapyci XVI-XX ct.cT. y
¢ondax zicmapuerunbvix apxieay Jlimwl i Pacii. [lagedHik, Minck-Ilonank 2005.
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kiewicz!®. New research perspectives are now created by both disclosed archives?

19 U. Paszkiewicz, Rekopismienne inwentarze i katalogi z ziem wschodnich Rzeczy-
pospolitej (spis za lata 1553-1939), Warszawa 1996; eadem, Inwentarze i katalogi z ziem
wschodnich Rzeczypospolitej (spis za lata 1553-1939), Warszawa 1998; eadem, Inwentarze
i katalogi bibliotek z ziem wschodnich Rzeczypospolitej do 1939 roku. Suplement 1, Warszawa
2000; eadem, Inwentarze i katalogi bibliotek z ziem wschodnich Rzeczypospolitej do 1939 roku.
Suplement 2, Poznan 2006; eadem, Cathalogus cathalogorum. Inwentarze i katalogi bibliotek
z ziem wschodnich Rzeczypospolitej do 1939 roku. Spis scalony, poprawiony i uzupetniony,
t. 1-2, Warszawa 2015.

20 Among the works revealing the numerous archives concerning religious orders’
book collections from the lands of the former Polish Republic discussed in the text, the fol-
lowing may be listed: M. Pidtypczak-Majerowicz, Biblioteki i bibliotekarstwo zakonne na
wschodnich ziemiach Rzeczypospolitej w XVII-XVIII wieku, Wroctaw 1996; eadem, Zrédia
do dziejow bibliotek zakonnych w zbiorach archiwalnych i bibliotecznych w Wilnie i Lwowie,
,Sprawozdania Wroctawskiego Towarzystwa Naukowego” 1996, t. 51, p. 19-21; eadem, In-
wentarze bibliotek zakonnych w biatoruskich zbiorach archiwalnych i bibliotecznych w Minsku,
,Z Badan nad Ksigzka i Ksiegozbiorami Historycznymi” 2006, t. 1, s. 9-16; eadem, Katalogi
bibliotek zakonnych na Biatorusi we wspétczesnych zbiorach rekopismiennych, [in:] Wspélnota
pamieci. Studia z dziejow kultury ziem wschodnich dawnej Rzeczypospolitej, red. ]. Gwiozdzik,
J. Malicki, Katowice 2006, p. 215-227; E. R6zycki, Inwentarze rekopiSmienne bibliotek oraz inne
materialy dotyczqce dziejow polskiej ksiqzki na kresach dawnej Rzeczypospolitej, ,Roczniki Bi-
blioteczne” 1995, R. 39, z. 1-2, p. 143-149; idem, Materiatly Zrédtowe do dziejow polskiej ksigz-
ki w archiwach i bibliotekach Lwowa, Kijowa, Miriska i Wilna, ,Roczniki Biblioteczne” 1987,
R. 31 z. 2, p. 305-317; L. Vladimirovas, Vienuolyny ir baznyciy bibliotekos Lietuvoje (iki 1800
m.), ,Knygotyra” 1970, t. 1, p. 93-113; A. Pacevicius, Vienuolyny bibliotekos Lietuvoje 1795--
1864 metais. Dinges knygos pasaulis, Wilno 2005; . Pietrzkiewicz, Biblioteki klasztoréw stonim-
skich w $wietle zachowanych inwentarzy, ,Nasza Przesztos¢” 2004, t. 101, p. 465-474 [prze-
druk] Besaopycckuii c6opHuk. Cmamvu u Mamepua/sl no ucmopuu u Kyabsmype besaopyccuu,
t. 3, Cankt-IleTepbypr 2005, p. 66-74; eadem, Ksiegozbiory konwentéw i szkét kanonikéw
regularnych lateranskich z ziem Wielkiego Ksiestwa Litewskiego, ,Nasza Przeszto$¢” 1999,
t. 92, p. 485-497; eadem, Ksiegozbiory kanonikéw regularnych laterariskich z ziem Wielkiego
Ksiestwa Litewskiego w Swietle wizytacji zakonnych, in: Wilno i ziemia Mickiewiczowskiej pa-
mieci. Materiaty Il Miedzynarodowej Konferencji w Biatymstoku 9-12 1X 1998 w trzech tomach,
t. 1: Wkregu spraw historycznych, ed. E. Feliksiak i E. Kononczuk, Biatystok 2000, p. 171-185;
eadem, Badania nad bibliotekami klasztornymi w Krélestwie Polskim i Wielkim Ksiestwie Li-
tewskim (na przyktadzie krakowskiej kongregacji kanonikéw regularnych), [in:] Mamapuisiavt
Jpyeix Knieasnayuelx ubimanHsay ,KuivncHass kyavmypa Pauwl I[lacnaaimai” (Minck, 15-16
eepacHsa 2000 2.), cknan. T.1. Pourybina, Minck 2002, p. 158-169; eadem, Biblioteka klaszto-
ru kanonikow regularnych laterariskich w Wilnie w XVII-XIX w., [in:] Beaopycckuli c60pHUK.
Cmambu u Mamepuasel no ucmopuu u kyaemype beaopyccuu, t. 2, Caukr-Iletepoypr 2002,
p. 64-72; eadem, Zrédta do badari bibliotek kanonikéw regularnych na terenie Rzeczypospolitej,
Slgska i w Wielkim Ksiestwie Litewskim, [in:] Kultura ksigzki ziem wschodniego i potudniowe-
go pogranicza Polski (XVI-XX wiek). Paralele i réznice, ed. ]. Gwiozdzik, E. R6zycki, Katowice
2004, p. 426-443; eadem, Ksigzka w klasztorach kanonikéw regularnych od pokuty z terenu
Wielkiego Ksiestwa Litewskiego, [in:] Kultura i jezyki Wielkiego Ksiestwa Litewskiego, red.
M.T. Lizis, Krakéw 2005, p. 247-257; eadem, Zakonnicy i ksiqzki. O bibliotekach klasztoréw
meskich Minska, [in:] 3da6simki. [JakymenmansHblst nomHiki Ha Beaapyci, t. 7: Mamapbisiabl
Tpayix MixcHapodHbvix KHizazHajuvix uetmanHusy ,Kniea Beaapyci. logszb uacoy”, cknan. T.IL
Pourubina, MiHck 2005, p. 6-24; eadem, Zakonne Wilno. Klasztory meskie. Teksty — ksiqzki - bi-
blioteki, in: Baltijos regiono istorija ir kultiira. Lietuva ir Lenkija = History and Culture of Baltic
Region. Lithuania and Poland. Socialine istorija, kultiirologija [ed. R. Sliuzinskas et al.], Klaipeda
2007, p. 185-194; eadem, Biblioteki kanonikéw regularnych laterariskich na ziemiach Wielkie-
go Ksiestwa Litewskiego, [in:] Przemijanie i trwanie. Kanonicy regularni w dawnej i wspétczesnej
Polsce. Materialy z konferencji zorganizowanej z okazji 600-lecia fundacji Bozego Ciata w Kra-
kowie, ed. K. Latakil. Makarczyk, Krakow 2008 [2009], p. 421-431; eadem, Biblioteki brzeskich
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as well as - concerning book collections - published catalogs and more increasing
advanced works on registration of provenance undertaken by employees of Polish,
Lithuanian, Russian, Belarusian, and Ukrainian libraries??.

Concerning the problem of confiscation of religious property, and especially of
the book collections as a result of the dissolution of 1832, we primarily rely on the
findings of the aforementioned, i.e. B. Ussas, professor of the Minisk seminar, head
of the local archive and a member of the Polish-Soviet revindication commission
operating in the 1920s, who gathered information on administrative solutions tak-
en by the Russian authorities in this matter into the Wilno archives. In the current
research, the source base pointed to by Ussas has mainly been used, however, the
scarcity of the resources has to be underlined?’. The documents preserved in the
Lithuanian archives were analyzed by Arvydas Pacevicius?.

Own source query made it possible to reach new archives, which enrich the
current knowledge on the procedure of taking over the book collections and school
scientific aids left behind after dissolved monasteries, including materials showing
the activities of the so-called committees for the division of post-monastery libraries
established by the tsarist authorities in each governorate.

Archives on the work of mentioned committees in the north-western provinces
of the former Grand Duchy of Lithuania were found mainly in the collections of the
Russian State Historical Archives in St. Petersburg?’. The documents preserved here
bring a lot of information concerning the confiscation of private and institutional
property (including church property) undertaken after the November Uprising,
which allow for reconstruction of procedures for taking over of movable proper-

klasztorow katolickich - rekonesans badawczy, [in:] Bepacyelickisi kHizaz6opbl. Mamapblisiabl
MidCHapodHatll Hagyko8a-npakmbuivHai kaHgepaHysii ,bepacyetickis kHizazbopbl. [Ipabaembi
i nepcnekmwvlebl Odacsnedasanus” (Bpacm, 30-31 kacmpwrynika 2008 e.), ckaajaibHiki
AM. MscuHsankiHa, T.C. Kaenbka, Bpact 2009, p. 308-322; eadem, Zrédta do dziejéw biblio-
tek meskich zakonéw rzymskokatolickich Miriska, [in:] Pro bibliothecarium et bibliothecario-
rum bono. Ksiega jubileuszowa z okazji 70. urodzin Profesor Marii Pidtypczak-Majerowicz, red.
J. Czyrek, B. Gorna, Wroctaw 2016, p. 215-226; M. Mitawicki, Inwentarze i spisy bibliotek klasz-
toréw dominikariskich skasowanych w guberniach zachodnich Cesarstwa Rosyjskiego w XIX w.
Stan Zrédet i miejsca ich przechowywania, ,Hereditas Monasteriorum” 2012, vol. 1, p. 141-172;
V. Denisov, Biblioteki minskich katoliceskich monastyrej XVIII-XIX viekov, [in:] Kultura ksiqzki
ziem wschodniego i potudniowego pogranicza... p. 419-425.

21 H. Laskarzewska, Pracownia Dokumentacji Ksiegozbioréw Historycznych w dziale
zbioréw specjalnych Biblioteki Narodowej, Warszawa 1993; H. Laskarzewska, Zbiory przejete
i przemieszczone - dzielq czy tqczq? (Z doswiadczent Pracowni Dokumentacji Ksiegozbioréw
Historycznych Biblioteki Narodowej), in:] Ksigzka ponad podziatami, red. A. Krawczyk, Lu-
blin 2007, p. 73-82; U. Paszkiewicz, Wybrane problemy dokumentacji zbioréw bibliotecznych
na wschodnich ziemiach Rzeczypospolitej do 1939 roku, ,Roczniki Biblioteczne” 2001, R. 45,
p- 55-89; Z. Jaroszewicz-Pierestawcew, Ksiegozbiory z ziem wschodnich Rzeczypospolitej. Stan
badan i postulaty badawcze, [in:] Stan badan nad wielokulturowym dziedzictwem dawnej Rze-
czypospolitej, t. 2, red. W. Walczak, K. Lopatecki, Biatystok 2010, p. 75-84.

22 P.P.Gach, Mienie polskich zakonéw..., p. 52.

23 A.Pacevidius, Vienuolyny bibliotekos Lietuvoje 1795-1864 m. Dinges knygos pasaulis,
Vilnius 2005.

24 Poccuiickuil rocyfapcTBeHHbIM uctopuyeckuit apxuB [RGIA], ms 384-15 1831-
1839 22, 1385 ed. xp. BpemenHoe koHpuckayuoHHoe omdeeHue — 0 KOHPUCKAYUU U cekgecmpe
uMyujecmed, 8 mom vucjae UMeHull y4acmHuko8 nosbckoeo goccmarusi 1830-1831 2z. u 06
ynpas/ieHuu KOH@UCKO8AHHbIMU UMEHUSIMU. Mamepuaibl [lenapmamenma 20cy0apcmeeHHbIX
umywecme 3a 1831-1837 e2. no aHaso02u4yHbiM 8onpocam. (Hmeromcst dokymenmol do 1849 2.).
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ty, including book collections?. On the other hand, in the archives and libraries of
Wilno, lists of book collections prepared by the operating in the Minisk Governorate
Committee for the division of books have survived?. Addiionally, the legacy of the
notes left by Fr. B. Ussas, prepared in the collections of the Catholic University of
Lublin, provides hitherto unknown information?’. The specified sources provides
the possibility of fairly detailed reproduction of the tsarist authorities’ procedures
in relation to the monastic book collections and showing the work of committees
deciding their fate in particular governorates.

For a more complete picture of the problems discussed, some basic facts con-
cerning the dissolution of the monasteries in the territories under Russian rule un-
der the tsarist edict of 1832 has to be brought to mind. Its acceleration was directly
influenced by the support given by the religious clergy to the November Uprising
and participation of the monks in it. The first decisions were made before the prepa-
ration of the edict, for example as early as at the end of August 1831, the Carthu-
sian monastery in Bereza was liquidated.?®. Subsequent actions resulted from the
announcement of July 19, 1832, on ,the abolition of some Roman Catholic monas-
teries”, which pointed out the relaxation of religious discipline, poor administration
of goods, poor social usefulness, and even inappropriate geographic distribution of
individual monasteries as the reason for this decision?.

Implementation of Mikolaj I's decision led to liquidation, within one year, of 196
(over 60%) of 325 Catholic men’s monasteries existing in the lands of the Russian
Empire (without the Polish Kingdom)?°. The following groups lost the largest num-
ber of institutions: Dominican (58), Conventual Franciscans (31), Carmelites (25),
Bernardine (21), Canons Regular of the Penance (13), and Trinitarians (12). Taking

25 Ibidem, ms 384-15-459 /[lss10 o nepedanuu 6 denapmameHm Hap. Npocs. KHu2
06HapYYHCeHHbIX 8 KOHPUCKOBAHHLIX umeHusx, 1833-1838, p. 1-117; ms 384-15-460 /Ja.10
0 nepedaHuu 8 denapmameHm HAp. NPOC8. KHU2 OOHAPYHCEHHBIX 8 KOHPUCKOBAHHbIX UMEHUSIX,
1833-1837, p. 1-244; ms 384-15-1018 /3,10 0 nepedanuu 8 MB/] kHu2 06Hapy»#ceHHbIX 8 KOH-
duckosanHbvix umeHusx, 1836-1839, p. 1-32.

26 Vilniaus universiteto biblioteka [dalej VUB], ms F3-165 Kamasioe kHuzam no uacmu
JyX08HOU cOCMag/eHHbll KomMumemom 0151 pacnpedeseHuss NOMOHACMbIPCKUX 6Ub1UOMEK,
ycmaHos/ieHHbIX 8 2ybepHckom 2opode Muncke, 1841, p. 1-123; Lietuvos moksly akademijos
Vrublevskiy biblioteka [LMAVB], ms F22-29 Kamazoz kHuzamb npenodesieHblx 0451 ny6AU4HOU
6ubauomeku [cocmaseHHbll KomMmumemam 045 pasnpedeseHuss NOMOHACMbIPCKUX
6ub.1uomex, ycmaHos/AeHHbIUX 8 2ybepHckom 2opode MuHcke], 1841, p. 1-28; Lietuvos val-
stybés istorijos archyvas [LVIA], ms 567-2-3690 /leso kaHyesaspuu beaopyckozo yue6H020
OKpyea 0 KHU2aX OCMABWUXCS NOCAE YyNPAa3oHeHUs PUMCKO-KaAMOJAUYeCKUX MOHacmblipel
u nepedavu ux ny6au4HsIM wkoaam, 1835 r., p. 1-44.

27 H.Mankowska, Zbidr rekopiséw ofiarowanych przez ks. Bronistawa Ussasa Bibliotece
KUL, ,Archiwa, Biblioteki i Muzea Koscielne” 1979, 39, p. 57-126.

28 M. Popowska, Rys dziejéw kartuzji bereskiej w latach 1648-1831, ,Ateneum Wilen-
skie” 1938, vol. 13, p. 154-163.

29 P. G. Morell, Allokucja Jego Swigtobliwosci Grzegorza XVI, [in:] Wiadomosci do dzie-
Jjow Kosciota i religii katolickiej panowaniu rosyjskiemu podlegtych, cz. 2, Poznan 1843, p. 82—
-88; IlosHo3 cobpaHus 3akoHow Pocclickoti Umnepuu. Bmopoe co6panue (1825-1881), t. 7:
1832, Cankm-Ilemep6ype 1833, p. 507-510, no. 5506. See also P. P. Gach, Kasaty..., p. 155-157.

30 P.P.Gach, Kasaty..., p. 160. See also S. Litak, Koscidt taciriski w Rzeczypospolitej okoto
1772 roku. Struktury administracyjne, Lublin 1996; idem, Atlas Kosciota taciriskiego w Rzeczy-
pospolitej Obojga Narodéw w XVIII wieku, Lublin 2006; M. Radwan, Zakony meskie na ziemiach
zabranych w XIX wieku, Lublin 2004.
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into account the damage caused to the individual gatherings, it should be empha-
sized that the greatest losses were suffered by Camedulas and Bartoszeks, for whom
their only outposts in those areas were eliminated. Canons Regular of the Penance
were left with just one monastery, three for the Trinitarians, seven for the Sandaled
Carmelites, and ten for the Conventual Franciscans®'. In summary, from the more
than 300 men’s monasteries in the discussed area only 129 were left.

According to the tsar’s ordinance, the order to abolish individual branches was
accompanied by specifications regarding the preparation of a full inventory of ac-
quired goods. For every dissolved monastery, state officials of the province had to
make a list of immovable and movable monastic property, including detailed lists of
book collections®:. Monastic buildings left behind after liquidated monasteries were
handed over to secular, military, or Orthodox clergy®. Sometimes they were rented,
neglected, abandoned, or dismantled. Movable property was sold off, and the funds
obtained were transferred to provincial tax chambers (provincial agencies of the
Ministry of Finance)?*.

As already mentioned, book collections constituted an important element of
the acquired properties. However, it soon turned out thatin their case there was no
specific implementation guidance, therefore, the procedure relating to them was not
uniform. The documentation itself, requiring a lot of time and workload, the more so
that there was not always an original list, and the existing ones had to be updated,
turned out to be a real challenge. In the years 1832-1839 inventories of property
of almost 200 dissolved monasteries, including many libraries, were prepared®. It
should be strongly emphasized that it was not just the monastic book collections
were taken over, but also libraries of closed schools run by male3® and female®” or-
ders. The prepared inventories were transferred to the tax chambers (provincial
agencies of the Ministry of Finance) and the department of foreign denominations
at the Ministry of the Interior in St. Petersburg 3%.

The protracted discussions on how to effectively take over book collections and
to whom to pass them created opportunities for misuse. Left on the spot and poorly

31 P.P.Gach, Kasaty..., p. 158.

32 Idem, Mienie polskich zakondw..., s. 48. See also idem, Geografia strat zakonéw...

33 Biblioteka Katolickiego Uniwersytetu Lubelskiego (BKUL), ms 760 Kopie i streszcze-
nia dokumentdéw dotyczqcych represyjnej polityki rzqdu carskiego wobec Kosciota katolickiego
po powstaniu listopadowym i styczniowym na terenach guberni wileriskiej, kowieriskiej, biato-
stockiej, minskiej i grodzienskiej, wykonane przez ks. Bronistawa Ussasa w okresie miedzywo-
jennym z akt kancelarii gubernatora wileriskiego przechowywanych w Archiwum Paristwowym
w Wilnie, p. 31-32v Przekazanie na polecenie ministra spraw wewnetrznych (7 V 1837) po-
mieszczen skasowanych klasztoréw wtadzom cywilnym, niepotrzebnych wtadzom wojskowym.

34 Ibidem, ms 760, p. 84-85 O przejsciu na skarb paristwa sum uzyskanych ze sprzedazy
budynkéw skasowanych klasztoréw; P. P. Gach, Mienie polskich zakondéw..., p. 46.

35 Ibidem, s. 63; P. P. Gach, Mienie polskich zakondw..., p. 48; M. Pidlypczak-Majerowicz,
Biblioteki i bibliotekarstwo zakonne na wschodnich ziemiach Rzeczypospolitej w XVII-XVIII
wieku, Wroctaw 1996, p. 114.

36 Example of the Nowogrédek Dominican School the closing of which was de-
cided in October 1831. See LVIA, ms 567-2-2906 fes0 o 3akpbimuu wKo/abl HOB02PYICKUX
domuHukaHyes, 1831, p. 1-3; ms 567-2-3166 Jeso o ynpasdHeHuu wkosa 0OMUHUKAHYES,
p. 1 [Nowogroédek, 1832 r.].

37 Ibidem, ms 567-2-2920 /Jesao kaHyesaspuu beaopyckozo y4e6HO20 OKpyaa
0 WKO/AX HAXOO0SAWUXCS 8 HCEHCKUX MOHACMbIPSIX hod/1excaujux 3akpbimuto, 1832.

38 B. Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 62-63.
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supervised (entrusted to the administrators of individual institutions, representa-
tives of tax chambers, or local police), they were penetrated by various people, includ-
ing bibliophiles and collectors. Negligence of some officials has been documented®.

The collections became dilapidated, dislocated, or unprotected, the authorities
postponed decisions. This was still the case in the 1850s and 1860s, when more
dissolutions were carried out. Occasionally, representatives of the employees of the
Imperial Public Library were sent to the place*’. There is even a preserved documen-
tation of sale of school books at auctions, especially maps in the 1830s and 1840s.*!

The provincial offices transferred the lists to the Ministry of the Treasury, spe-
cial attention was paid to excluding manuscript and the most valuable prints from
collections*?, additionally, the officials had to view the collections also of rare books
(cymelias). For example, sometimes the Lithuanian Statutes, which are found in the
monastery’s libraries or, more broadly, the older editions that were to be sent to the
Ministry of the Treasury, were simply pointed out*®. The division, according to the
tsar’s order, was carried out basical ly taking into account the subject of the collec-
tions, and they were subsequently handed to the relevant ministries**. Although, as
reported by the Ministry of Education, some of the books confiscated and handed
over to it were not appropriate in terms of content.

The Roman Catholic College in Saint Petersburg had wanted to take over the
entire monastery book collections, planning their further division between the li-
braries of individual secular seminaries*. In 1837, the Minister of Treasury decided
that the books in the tax chambers should be handed over to public libraries, the
Department of Foreign Denominations, the Medical-Surgical Academy, the Acade-
my of Spiritual Studies*, Catholic seminaries (tuck and Zmudz) and authorities of
diocesan and Wilno-Zytomierz. It was aware that the most valuable collections had
already been separated, was of the opinion that the remaining ones would be useful
to provincial junior high schools, and this was announced by the Minister of Educa-
tion*®. However, the minister decided that the religious orders as institutions that

39 B.Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 63.

40 Ibidem, p. 197.

41 LVIA, ms 567-2-3294 [leao kanyesaspuu Beaopyckozo yuebHo20 oKpyaa o npodadice
Ha ayKyuoHe dpesHuUX KHU2 U dpyaux hpedmemos, 1833.

42 RGIA, ms 384-15-460 /[ss0 o nepedaHuu 6 denapmameHm HAp. NPOC8. KHUZ
00HAPYXHCeHHbIX 8 KOHPuUcCKosaHHbIX umeHusx, 1833-1837, p. 16. See JI. Koykenn, Jléc
npuiBamMHbuIX KHieazbopay Ha 6eaapyckix semsx nacasnaycmawus 1830-1831 ze. (Ha
npwvikaadse I'podzeHwubiHbl), [in:] 3dabbimki. [lakymeHmaavbHbisi nomMHiki Ha Beaapyci, Boim.
7, MiHck 2005, p. 59; B. UssAs, Z dziejéow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 64.

43 RGIA, ms 384-15-460 /[asn0 o nepedaHuu 8 denapmameHm HaAp. Npoce. KHUe
0OHAPYHCEHHbIX 8 KOHPUCKOBAHHbIX umeHusix, 1833-1837, p. 151.

44 LVIA, ms 567-2-3932 Jesao kaHyeasapuu beaopyckozo y1e6H020 okpyzaa o nepedaye
KHUe [...] KoHuckosaHHbIX yuacmuukom eoccmanusi 1831 e. e sedeHue yue6Hoz20 sedomcmaa,
p-7-9.

45 Ibidem, p. 90.

46 B.Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 64.

47 The Wilno Academy of Spirituality, set up on the basis of the Faculty of Theology, of
the university closed down in 1832, functioned in the years 1830-1842, then it was moved
together with the library (in 1844) to St. Petersburg. See B. Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszcze-
nia..., p. 50; E. Chwalewik, Zbiory polskie..., t. 1, p. 288-289.

48 RGIA, ms 384-15-460 /[ssa0 o nepedaHuu 8 denapmameHm HAp. NPocs. KHU2
06HAPYHCEHHBIX 8 KOHPUCKOBAHHBIX UMeHUsiXx, 1833-1837, p. 202-203v.
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had for many years been engaged in running of schools had gathered not only books
but also various teaching aids, such as mathematical and physical instruments,
which could be made to great benefit by transferring them to Russian scientific in-
stitutions, especially the newly emerging ones (by virtue of the edict of 1834) in the
province public libraries. Projects for the sale of book collections, following the posi-
tion regarding other religious movables and real estate, were also proposed*’, how-
ever, the Minister of the Treasury assessed that the sale of these sets, as designed by
some tax chambers, would not bring the expected benefits at all*°.

In 1839, officials decided that post-monastery collections would be kept on the
spot under police supervision, handed over to schools (such as the Piarist Piarist
library consisting of 2,856 books, according to the recommendation of the Governor
of Grodno Governorate to the headmaster of schools in this Governorate®?), possibly
still used by the clergy. Trying to speed up activities, but also in order to reconcile
different positions of representatives of individual ministries, Alexander Stroganov
(1 1891) the then Minister of Interior, came to the conclusion that there was no
better solution than to distribute the book collections between semianaria, Spiritual
Academy, and public schools and libraries®3. As a result of the agreement between
the Minister of Education, Sergey Uwar (1 1855)°*, and the minister of state goods,
Pawet Kisielewy, ( 1872)%, he decided to set up committees in five western gover-
norates whose task was to divide the libraries of monasteries dissolved in 1832.5¢

In accordance with the regulation, Stroganow’s governors were to send to each
place where books were kept a team consisting of an official from the tax cham-
ber, a representative of the province governing board, a delegate from the school
and to request the church leadership to choose a delegate from their side. The task

49 They are preserved Wykazy sum uzyskanych ze sprzedazy mienia skasowanych
w 1832 r. klasztoréw. See BKUL, ms 760, p. 13-18; P. P. Gach, Mienie polskich zakonéw...,
p- 50-51.

50 B.Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 64.

51 Fragments of the post-Piarist library from Szczuczyn in 1840 were transported to
Grodno in order to integrate it into the gymnasium library, ,reszte nabyt przez zamiane dr
Jastrebcow”. See LVIA, ms 567-2-3690 [Dzieto kancelarii Biatoruskiego Szkolnego okregu
o ksigzkach pozostatych po kasacie rzymskokatolickich klasztoréw i przekazaniu ich szkotom
Swieckim], 1835 r., p. 7-9v; F. Radziszewski, Wiadomos¢ historyczno-statystyczna..., p. 86;
B. Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 63.

52 Minister of the Interior in 1839-1841. From 1849, a member of the Russian Council
of State, Minister of Internal Affairs and the Police in the Government of the Provisional Polish
Kingdom of Fyodor Engel, Governor-General of war in St. Petersburg in 1854, Governor-Gen-
eral, Bessarabian, Neworosan, Poltava, Kharkiv and Chernovsky. Participant of the Napoleon-
ic wars, he took part in the suppression of the November Uprising. See I'y6epHuu Poccutickoil
umnepuu. Hcmopus u pykosodumeau. 1708-1917, (pen.) B. B. 'prizsnioBa, Mocksa 2003, p. 29,
33; see JL.M. JIviceHKo, ['y6epHamopb! u 2zeHepa.-gybepHamopbl Pocculickoli umnepuu (XVIII-
Hauaso XX eeka), [Mocksa] 2001.

53 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 7-9v. See also BKUL, ms 760, p. 92-95 O losach ksigzek.

54 A researcher of antiquity and politician, minister of education in 1833-1849, hon-
orary member, and later president, of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences. Best known as
the creator of the official ideology of nationalism.

55 He carried out a known agrarian reform, he founded a network of schools for peas-
ant children.

56 List of libraries written in 1832 see P. Kubicki, Bojownicy kaptani..., t. 4, p. 239.



[12] Iwona Pietrzkiewicz

of committees was to write de visu of individual collections®’, with this that they
were to use (after prior verification) existing inventories and to select and divide
the books®. The ready registers were to be forwarded to the board of each of the five
governorates, hence they were to reach the governor-general, who in turn had to
hand them over to the minister of internal affairs.

Separated liturgical and spiritual books were to be handed over to the Roman
Catholic clergy. However, the officials also reminded that part of the collection -
apart from strictly ritual - was to be allocated to the Orthodox clergy. There was also
the need to select collections suitable for schools and governorate libraries and to
transfer them at the cost of the institutions receiving them®®. On this issue still, in
1839, the Minister of Education advised that the books, maps, atlases, and teaching
aids confiscated in all the provinces should be handed over to school management
»according to location”®. He ordered heads of schools in governorates to supervise
the process of division and sending to the ,division of libraries” by one of the school
officials®!. Therefore, the authorities of respective school districts were informed on
a regular basis®2.

The work of individual committees moved at a snail pace - the number of books
was simply enormous, and their registering and selection was time-consuming. The
latter created numerous problems, as did the division of books based on their in-
tended use. Manuscripts and printed collections were selected for sale or for waste
paper collections, while ,unnecessary” or politically inappropriate materials were
purged from them®. Although, concluding from the preserved archives, old inven-
tories were used, this facilitated work only to a certain extent. At times, some local
authorities had good knowledge about specific libraries, for example Minsk commit-
tee employees for a long time looked for books which the school administration had
once given to the Piarist Franciscans and which were not included in the register
presented to them®,

In 1842, the contents of the lists from the Grodno and Minsk Governorate were
evaluated, and editions on political issues or Polish law from the 16th to the 18th
centuries were discovered in the collection. They were useless for schools and even
politically inappropriate. Similarly, the list from the Minsk Governorate revealed

57 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 7-9v; BKUL, ms 760, p. 94.

58 B. Ussas, Z dziejéw grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 64; P. P. Gach, Mienie polskich zako-
now..., p. 50.

59 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 32; BKUL, ms 760, p. 94.

60 LVIA, ms 567-2-3932, p. 65-66.

61 Ibidem, ms 567-2-3690, p. 12.

62 After liquidation of the Wilno Scientific District, the governorates of Wilno, Grod-
no, Kowno, and Minsk were incorporated into the Belarussian Scientific District established
in 1829. Its curators for liquidation in 1850 were Grzegorz Iwanowicz Kartaszewski and
Ewaryst Andrejewicz Gruber. The Vitebsk and Mohylew governorates were separated from
the Wilno District and joined the St. Petersburg District. See L. Zasztowt, Kresy 1832-1864.
Szkolnictwo na ziemiach litewskich i ruskich dawnej Rzeczypospolitej, Warszawa 1997, p. 86.

63 B. Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 65; M. Pidtypczak-Majerowicz, Biblio-
teki i bibliotekarstwo zakonne..., p. 114-115.

64 It was about editions: ].S. Bandtkie, Dzieje narodu polskiego, t. 1-2, Wroctaw 1835
oraz L. Janscha, Etudes de paysages dessinées et gravées, Vienne [s.a.], see LVIA, ms 567-2-
3690, p. 15-16v.



Activities of committees tasked with division of post-monastery... [13]

presence of sermons from the time of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, as well
as Sejm and Tribunal speeches unsuitable for use in education®.

The provincial committees did their part, only partially. Concerns about dis-
semination of potentially politically harmful literature turned out to be real, hence
prepared lists were subjected to censorship. The work of the committees was al-
ready assessed on the spot and sent to St. Petersburg only when accompanied by
comments. In 1842, Minisk Governor, Mikotaj Suszkow®®, while sending a report on
the work of the committee to Wilno general-governor included in it a whole series of
comments. He suggested that sacred books should be published only after the cen-
sorship of the collection. He also pointed to the division of books which according
to him was inappropriate. Committee officials preferred to distribute them between
a local Catholic seminary, and a ggymnasium and a public library. The governor-gen-
eral strongly insisted on passing some of the collections of the seminary to the Or-
thodox Church in Minsk and the Imperial Public Library, and only strictly ritual and
liturgical seminars to the Roman Catholic Seminary in Wilno. He also pointed out
that among the books recognized by the committee as suitable for the clergy, there
are many editions of political content published in the times of Poland before the
partitionist period. Therefore, he came to the conclusion that all political texts, in-
cluding manuscripts and printed speeches, as well as books expected for the gymna-
sium and public library, which were useless for them were better to be destroyed or
transfered to St. Petersburg. According to him, also the physical instruments from the
Piarist monastery in Luzki, not needed by the Minsk gymnasium which already had
been provided with appropriate aids, could be useful in a local Orthodox seminar®’.

In June 1842, the Wilno Committee of Censorship presented a report on the
lists of books intended for secular institutions drafted in the Grodno and Minsk
provinces®®. Errors in records of titles and missing data were criticized, and among
the assessed documents 2328 items, some were of ,unknown”, ,doubtful”, or ,forbid-
den” nature. ,Unkown” was found in collections from Szczuczyn (Piarists), Swistocz
(fanciszkanie), and Krzemienica (regular canons of the Lateran), including manu-
scripts as well. Those collections which, even if they had not been banned, should be
considered unnecessary were considered “doubtful”: ,because they talk too much
about the past, do not correspond to the current state of the country, their read-
ing would be undesirable especially for young and inexperienced minds”®. This
is what it found in the lists provided by the libraries of monasteries in Waléwka
(Dominicans), Szczuczyn (Piarists), and Krzemienica (regular canons of the Lat-
eran). ,W duchu patriotycznym (in patriotic spirit)” editions from the collections
of the Piarists in Szczuczyn and the Lateran Canons Regular in Krzemienica were
listed as ,forbidden”. In the reviewed collection, only a few were classified as un-
certain, or ,doubtful”, historical texts (related to the figure of King Jan III Sobieski),

65 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 20.

66 Hwukoua# Cymkos, Minsk governor in the years 1838-1841, and a passionate author
of poems, comedies and vaudeville, reviewer. After leaving the state service, he tried, without
success, a literary career.

67 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 19-22v. With list of Piarist teaching aids from kLuzki,
p. 22-23; B. Ussas, Z dziejéw grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 65.

68 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 24-26.

69 Ibidem, p. 25.
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manuscripts, and Polish language editions were classified thus. It also pointed out
that all Latin-language editions are not really dangerous, since they were mainly
philosophical works and there would be no readers for such works. It came to the
conclusion that it would even be possible to allow further use of books on Polish
history, but only those that are printed in languages not widely spoken. For these
reasons, texts written in French did not aroused fears. However, it emphasized that
books in Polish should be very strictly and carefully checked, while at the same time
acknowledging that it is up to schools to decide whether they will be made available
to students. However, in the assessment of the religious works (2,248 books), it was
very cautious and recommended they be sent to a competent church censorship in
this respect. In its opinion, these were mostly old editions, scholastic, dogmatic, and
ascetic as well as preaching materials. There were incidents where the decisions of
censors were verified based on the instructions of the employees of the Censorship
Committee in St. Petersburg, and prohibited books could be allowed for use.

The comments of the employees of the censorship committees revealed numer-
ous mistakes made by the members of the various Governor committees. Such state
of affairs should not come as a surprise, because the task was performed by offi-
cials, teachers, and priests unprepared for such work. In the Grodno governorate,
the committee was composed of a teacher, Wojakowski, and priest, Balczewski. The
Minsk team was made up of a goverment official, Kobylinski, history and geogra-
phy teacher, Aleksander Bielecki, and a prelate, Dombrowski, While the Wilno team
comprised a priest, Dean Ignacy Charkiewicz, and government officials, Lewensz-
tern and Bartoszewicz’!. The had their competences in different fields, in spite of
them, they were not sure what criteria to use to select. As the preserved lists indi-
cate, they also had some problems with their technical implementation. The level
of execution of censuses was very diverse, even though the work of the officials had
been made easier by preparing printed uniform forms, taking into account the nec-
essary elements of the description of individual publications (author and title, place
and time of issue, and number of volumes)’%. Some committees tried to organize the
distributed books using partition system according to the content (often taken from
the original registers).

We can see how individual lists were compiled on the example of preserved lists
of the Minsk committee”. Their analysis shows that the remarks regarding the qual-
ity of work of this team were not unfounded, since in the list of religious books for
all 22 monasteries included in it only part of the books were described in detail, all
others collectively registered as ,miscellaneous”. The numbers of these completely un-
discribed books are surprisingly high, for example in the collection of trinitarians in
Motodown there were 174 positions, in the Franciscans collection in Minsk, 223, in

70 Ibidem, ms 567-2-3932, p. 83.

71 BKUL, ms 760, p. 95.

72 LMAVB, ms F22-29 Kamasoz kHuzamb npenodeeHbix 015 nNy6AU4HOU 6ubauomeKku
[cocmasaennblil kommMumemam 041 pasnpedeseHus NOMOHACMBIPCKUX — 6uUb/IUOMEK,
ycmawHosieHHblUX 8 2ybepHckom 2opode MuHcke], 1841, p. 1-28.

73 VUB,msF3-165 Kamasioz kHuzam no uacmu dyxo8Hol cocmas.ieHHbIU KoMMUmemam
0415 pasnpedeseHusi NOMOHACMbIPCKUX 6UOAUOMEK, YCMAHOBAEHHBIUX 8 2Y6epHCKOM 2opode
Muncke, 1841, p. 1-123; LMAVB, ms F22-29, p. 1-28.
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Piarists collection in fuzki, 187, in Barefoot Carmelites collection in Miadziot, 140, in
Bernardines collection in Jurewiczach, 127, and in Dominicans collection in Druja, 153.

The dates of implementation also speak a lot. The earliest, as early as in 1840,
Grodno committee completed its work (developed 14 libraries), followed by Minsk
(22 libraries — however, it turned out that it was not particularly accurate), and Wil-
no in 1849 (14 libraries) ended the work. Unfortunately, as detailed analysis of ar-
chives shows, these are not precise data. B. Ussas, often quoted in the literature,
collected archives concerning 47 libraries, however, it must be remembered that in
the records we sometimes have lists of books the collections of which had been dis-
tributed among several institutions, or those which had been transferred entirely
to only one. Sometimes committees (such as Minsk) made a collective transfer of
several libraries of different monasteries located in one city.Information on the divi-
sion of 8,668 books by the Grodno and Wilno committees, based on documentation
collected by B. Ussas, was provided by P.P. Gach’. They have to be complemented by
6410 others, separated by the Mifisk Committee. Both in the case of the number of
libraries themselves as well as the books being written down (the categories of title,
volume, or volume have been ambiguously used), the source information is not en-
tirely clear. Distribution of over 15 thousand books carried out by the committees of
Grodno, Minsk, and Wilno is presented in tables 1-3.

As mentioned earlier, the earliest was the work on 14 libraries located in the
Grodno governorate”. What was the result of his work? Nearly 5,000 books were
distributed, the largest number of them for the needs of the secular clergy (Table 1).

Table 1. Number of books of dissolved monasteries distributed in the Grodno Governorate
in 1840.

rima overnorate
No. order place secular clergy ZChooZ § libraries total
1. Buchowicze 21 1 11 33
2. Koniuchy 26 1 - 27
3. dominicans Waldwka 108 11 1 120
4. Wasiliszki 206 12 67 285
5. Ziembin 199 21 112 332
6. Drohiczyn 169 9 2 180
7. . topienica 223 21 - 244
conventual franciscans -
8. Szejbakpol 111 9 40 160
9. Swistocz 84 39 7 130
10. regular lateran canons Krzemienica 1172 268 22 1462
11. Kolesniki 52 4 19 75
12. sandaled carmelites Lida 225 28 4 257
13. Zotudek 84 7 96 187

74 BKUL, ms 760, p. 39-44v Zarzqdzenie ministra spraw wewnetrznych z 1839 r. o przy-
dziale ksigzek z bibliotek klasztornych oraz pomocy naukowych ze szkot skasowanych klaszto-
réw; P.P. Gach, Mienie polskich zakondéw..., p. 50-51.

75 Grodno governorate (1801-1919), its governors were: Ixerox [onnesnbMmaiiep
(1836-1842), vacat (1842-1844) and ®exnop Bacvkos (1844-1848).
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14. piarists Szczuczyn 938 - 315 1253

total 3618 431 696 4745

See: P.P. Gach, Mienie polskich zakondéw..., p. 51; P. Kubicki, Bojownicy kaptani..., t. 3 p. 353-354; A. Pacev-
i¢ius, Vienuolyny bibliotekos..., p. 83.

As the sources indicate, the collections from piarist from Szczuczyn and Can-
ons Regular of the Lateran from Krzemienica constituted the highest number of the
distributed collections. It is from these collections that quite a few groups of texts
designated for school and public libraries were issued. It is also worth noting that
many books from Dominican monasteries in Ziembin and Wasiliszki as well as San-
daled Carmelites in Zotudek were also transferred to them. 696 books were handed
over to the governorate libraries. However, there were definitely more publications
published received by secular schools than indicated in data provided in the table,
because part or entire libraries of schools run by religious orders were moved to ed-
ucational institutions. In total, secular schools received 2328 books, including 1897
atlases and 28 maps. Over 3,623 books were handed to the clergy’®. According to
B. Ussas, the latter were assigned to Theological Seminary in Wilno”’. It should also
be emphasized that we will not find in the table books from all the monasteries dis-
solved in the 1830s, the fate of some of them was sealed by a different, unclear path
and at a different time, while some did not arrive at their destination. This was the
case with Dominican libraries from Potonka and Buchowicz, the Nowogrdédek school
of Friars Preachers as well as a collection of Franciscans from Drohiczyn’®.

In 1832, as many as 23 of the 35monasteries were closed in the Minsk Gover-
norate”. ,Young” Minsk Roman Catholic diocese was established in 1789, and in
the time of interest to us, the so-called monastic reform was managed by Mateusz
Lipski®®. The post-monastery collections were transported to Minsk and, on the spot,
a list covering more than 6,000 books was prepared (table 2). The archives talk of
some 22 libraries, one was not included, or was merged with another collection
from the same town (most probably the collections of Dominicans and Franciscans
in Minsk were added up). Competent authorities concluded that the list was inaccu-
rate, so the work had to be repeated.

76 LVIA, ms 378-72-2430, p. 232.

77 B.Ussas, Z dziejéow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 65.

78 BKUL, ms 760, p. 94-95; B. Ussas, Z dziejow grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 186. In Dro-
hiczyn, the Jesuit collections were handed over to the Piarists, according to F. Radziszewski
Jresztki obu do 4 tys.” placed at the piarists church in the 1850s, the school was commissioned
(1185 titles w 2337 vol.). See F. Radziszewski, Wiadomos¢ historyczno-statystyczna..., p. 11.

79 Minsk Governorate (1793-1921) - governor Hukosaii Cymkos (1838-1841).

80 A.]Jelski, Miriska dyecezya, in: Stownik geograficzny Krélestwa Polskiego i innych kra-
Jjow stowiarnskich, t. 6, Warszawa 1885, p. 477.
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Table 2. Number of books of dissolved monasteries distributed in the Minsk Governorate
in 1841.

No. order place seular clergy publick libraries total
Berezyna 126 - 126
Htusk 389 22 411
bernardines Jurewicze 318 29 347
Pinsk Karolin 292 16 308
Stuck 523 77 600
Chotopienicze 251 6 257
Chotajewicze 111 - 111
Druja 250 - 250
dominicans Kleck 58 9 67
Rakow 19 - 19
Rzeczyca 169 57 226
Skopiszki 62 - 62
Zastaw 218 73 291
capuchins Lubieszow 366 16 382
barefoot Miadziot 307 27 334
carmelites Pirisk 163 15 178
missionaries Smitowicze 788 24 812
piarists tuzki 437 217 654
Dysna 102 - 102
conventual
franciscans Minsk 138 - 138
Serafinsk 84 - 84
trinitarians Motodeczno 576 75 651
total 5747 663 6410

See: VUB, rkps. F3-165 (22 libraries); LMAVB, rkps F22-29 (13 libraries); A. Pacevicius, Vienuolyny bib-
liotekos Lietuvoje..., p. 84.

As results from the sources of the local Secular clergy, as many as 5747 books
were allocated. Already there was a Roman Catholic seminar in Minsk at that time.
The first Minsk bishop, Jakub Ignacy Dederko, organized a cathedral in the former
Jesuit church, while he designated Dominican monastery as his seat. After 1832,
a local Theological Seminary was opened in the former Dominican buildings. The
destruction of the Uniate church in 1839, to which the majority of Minsk residents
belonged, was of significant importance for the religious confession in the diocese
of that time. An Orthodox seminar was moved from Stuck to this place already in the
year that followed. Then, the local committee distributed mainly books from closed
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piarist monasteries in Luzki and Bernardine in Stuck and Htusk. Numerous piarists
from the Lusatian library, to the Stupsk Bernardines, but also to the trinitarians in
Motodeczno and the Dominicans in Zastaw were received at the governorate collec-
tion. Probably also some collections, though we do not know the source data con-
firming this, were passed to the Mifisk gymnasium.

Table 3. Number of books of dissolved monasteries distributed in the Wilno governorate
in 1849.

No. order place seular clergy state schools Goyernc.arate total
libraries
1. . Merecz 182 13 41 236
dominicans -
2. Potawen 249 - 81 330
3. Gietwany 186 16 49 251
7. | Holszany 346 27 51 424
5. convgntua Kottyniany 85 4 4 93
franciscans
6. Olkienniki 815 242 285 1342
7. Zoginie 199 16 36 251
8. Juzynty 23 - - 23
9. Popiel 13 - - 13
regular canons from
10. penance Sotoki 44 - - 44
11. Twerecz 74 10 - 84
12. barefoot carmelites Antolepty 385 67 16 468
13. | sandaled carmelites Pompiany 172 5 11 188
14. piarists Poniewiez 119 6 41 166
total 2892 406 615 3913

See: P.P. Gach, Mienie polskich zakondéw..., s. 51; A. PaceviCius, Vienuolyny bibliotekos Lietuvoje..., p. 82;
P. Kubicki, Bojownicy kaptani..., t. 3 p. 353-354; M. LukSiené, Biblotekos Lietuvoje XIX a. pirmoje puséje,
,Bibliotekinisnkysteés ir bibliografijos klausimai” 1966, 5, p. 120-125; M. Szulkin, Zamykanie bibliotek...,
p. 85-87.

In the Wilno governorate?®, it is reported that the local tax office sent officials
to 24 monasteries®. The preserved sources document distribution of nearly 4,000
books carried out in 1849 (table 3). Among the monasteries dissolved and closed at
the specified time, as reported by the governorate authorities, the bishop of Wilno,

81 Wilno Governorate (1795-1797, 1801-1921), its governors were: AnekcaHJp
Jonropykos (1838-1840), Anekceit Cemenon (1840-1844), Mikotaj Rzerebcow (1844-
1846) and Muxaun bernyes (1846-1851).

82 LVIA, ms 567-2-3690, p. 32-32v.
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Andrzej Benedykt Ktagiewicz, in 1840, only two which run schools were closed: the
Dominicans in Merecz and Piarists in Poniewiez®.

For the Wilno seminary, after the division of 14 libraries, 2,892 books were
assigned: 406 for school libraries, and 615 for the governorate library®*. Attention
should be paid to the Franciscan library in Olkienniki for particularly large collec-
tions, from which the most numerous texts intended for secular institutions were
extracted. Summing up the work of all three committees, it must be said that they
do not provide a full picture of the division of post-monastery collections at that
time. Surviving documentation shows that in the years 1840-1849, three commit-
tees worked on the collections of 50 libraries of monasteries dissolved in the north-
western governorate. However, they do not include all the monasteries dissolved by
virtue of the 1832 edict, nor all libraries (which we know thanks to the preserved in-
ventories drawn up in the 1820s and 1830s). In the light of known sources, the three
discussed committees had by 1850 distributed 15,098 books, of which 12 257 were
received by the clerical authority, and 2811 by secular institutions. The work of the
committees also revealed a large number of duplicates and provided an opportunity
to sell out the editions deemed redundant.

Of the six governorates that make up the North-West, the Department of Reli-
gious Affairs in St. Petersburg, up to 1850 received reports and lists of books only
from the three mentioned (Grodno, Minsk, and Wilno). The Ministry of the Interi-
or waited in vain for the reports of Vitebsk’s®® and Mohylew governors®. The case
continued to move at a slow administrative pace, despite the intervention of the su-
periors, the lists were still not ready by 1853%. Due to political changes after the
Crimean War, as well as the fire at the building of the Ministry of the Interior in
1862, it is not known how the case was finally closed®®. The lack of official reports
make it impossible to present complete data on the activities of committees in the
North-Western region, although one can still count on finding hitherto unknown ar-
chival sources in the Russian collections.

The collections of monasteries dissolved in 1832, however, were subject to fur-
ther movements. The fate of the parts of them remains unknown. In the 1830s and
1940s, entire monastery libraries were lost, but also large volumes of books®. Just
after the provincial lists were drawn up, the libraries of the Dominican monasteries
of the monastery in Potonka and of Buchowicze, and of Franciscans in Drohiczyn in
the Grodno Governorate, of Dominicans in Merecz disappeared (from the original
865 volumes to 538) as well as of Canons Regular of the Penance in Sotoki®. This
points to insufficient supervision over the book collections. During the subsequent
years of work and transport of the book collections, the books became damaged or

83 Ibidem, p. 32v.

84 BKUL, ms 760, p. 95.

85 Governors: Hukouait UBanoBuy (1831-1836), iBan C. )KupkeBuu (1836-1838), See
also U.C. XKupkeuy, 3anucku UBana CrenanoBuua XKupkesuua. 1789-1848, Mocksa 2009.

86 Gubernatorzy: Georgij lljicz Bazanow (1831-1837) oraz Iwan Wasiljewicz Markow
(1837-1839).

87 B.Ussas, Z dziejéw grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 185-186; P.P. Gach, Mienie polskich za-
konéw..., p. 50. Some materials were destroyed during a fire of the Ministry of Interior Affairs
id St. Petersburg in 1862.

88 B. Ussas, Z dziejéw grabiezy i niszczenia... p. 185-186.

89 M. Pidtypczak-Majerowicz, Biblioteki i bibliotekarstwo zakonne..., p. 115.

90 BKUL, ms 760, p. 95; B. Ussas, Z dziejéw grabiezy i niszczenia..., p. 186.
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stolen. This happened regardless of the condition of the religious libraries, whether
they were well maintained or whether they became the subject of interest of various
,book grabbers” and during the liquidation of particular institutions they could not
resist plundering their property®:. We also know that during the fires, libraries of
Dominicans in Ziembin and Bernardines in Mozyrz which had not been noted were
burned down (1839)° as well as books already listed by the committee which had
been transferred to Minisk and placed on the city hall building (1842)%.

After the January Uprising, when more collections were taken over, the issue of
division and shifting of post-monasteries possessions was once again taken up by
the tsarist officials. In 1864, the Minister of Internal Affairs, Piotr Watujew, in a let-
ter to Mikhail Muravjov, referred to the overdue division of libraries after the No-
vember Uprising. In Wilno, after the division of university collections in the 1830s,
a new library (date) was set up, it was created on the basis of several thousand
books confiscated from the collections of monastery libraries handed over to the
Roman Catholic seminary in Wilno®* However, in 1870, a decision was made to pick
out ,useless” books from these collections, which could be useful in the Wilno Public
Library. This was done after consultation with the administrator of the diocese of
Wilno, prelate Piotr Zylir’lskigs. As assessed, in hindsight, the losses of book collec-
tions created during the seizures after the November Uprising amounted to about
150,000. books. Their large part remained in the hands of Roman Catholic mon-
asteries, these collections were divided, verified, and selected, taking into account
both the transfer to other clerical and secular institutions as well as taking over of
the most valuable fragments of the collection, and ,the rest were let loose on the
fate of ever changing circumstances”%. As determined in the 1930s by B. Ussas, “the
issue of confiscation and plunder of church property in general, and especially the
libraries of Catholic monasteries, carried out by the Russian government in areas
formerly belonging to the Republic of Poland, is undoubtedly one of the greatest
harms done to the nation Polish by the Russians, this harm is even more severe in
the light of the fact that it can not be completely rectified, even under the most favor-
able conditions of recovery”®’.
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Abstract

The tsar’s ukase of 1832 ordering the dissolution of monasteries had a huge impact on the
destruction of monastic libraries. Under administrative directives, special committees were
set up in all Russian governorates to analyse and distribute books from libraries taken over
by the secular authorities. In 1840-1849 three committees - in Grodno, Wilno, and Minsk
- established in the respective north-western governorates of the former Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, catalogued the collections of 50 libraries of dissolved monasteries. The available
sources show that by 1850 the committees distributed over 15,000 books among religious
and secular institutions, schools and new provincial libraries. Over 12,000 books were given
to the religious authorities and nearly 3,000 - to secular institutions. During the distribu-
tion of the collections the existing censorship provisions had to be taken into account. What
also mattered was the material value of the monastic libraries. By 1850 the Department of
Religious Denominations in Saint Petersburg received a report and lists of catalogued books
only from the three committees. In vain did it wait for reports from the Governorates of
Vitebsk and Mohylew. In the 1860s, in view of further dissolutions after the January Uprising,
the tsar’s administration again focused on the distribution of former monastic collections.
The resulting book transfers irreparably weakened the structure of historic collections of
books from Roman Catholic monasteries in the analysed territories.

Keywords: Lithuania, libraries, archives, convents, dissolution, history

Dziatalnos¢ komitetéw do podziatu bibliotek poklasztornych na terenie
poétnocno-zachodnich guberni bytego Wielkiego Ksiestwa Litewskiego
po powstaniu listopadowym

Streszczenie

Ukaz carski z 1832 r. nakazujacy rozwigzanie klasztoréw miat ogromny wptyw na zniszcze-
nie bibliotek klasztornych. Zgodnie z dyrektywami administracyjnymi we wszystkich rosyj-
skich guberniach powotano specjalne komitety, ktére miata oceni¢ i rozdzieli¢ ksigzki z bi-
bliotek przejetych przez wtadze $wieckie. W latach 1840-1849 trzy komitety - w Grodnie,
Wilnie i Minsku - utworzone w odpowiednich péinocno-zachodnich guberniach bytego
Wielkiego Ksiestwa Litewskiego, skatalogowaty zbiory 50 bibliotek zlikwidowanych klasz-
torow. Dostepne Zrodta pokazuja, ze do 1850 r. komitety te przekazaty ponad 15 000 ksig-
zek instytucjom religijnym i $wieckim, szkotom i nowym bibliotekom prowincjonalnym.
Ponad 12 000 ksigzek otrzymaty os$rodki religijne, a prawie 3000 $wieckie. Podczas selekcji
i podziatu zbioréw brano pod uwage istniejace przepisy dotyczace cenzury, liczyta sie tak-
Ze warto$¢ materialna bibliotek klasztornych. Do 1850 r. Departament Wyznan Religijnych
w Sankt Petersburgu otrzymat raport i listy skatalogowanych ksiazek tylko od trzech komisji
(brak raportu z Witebska i Mohylewa). W latach 60. XIX wieku, w zwigzku z konsekwencja-
mi powstania styczniowego, administracja carska ponownie skoncentrowata sie na podziale
dawnych zbioréw klasztornych co nieodwracalnie ostabito strukture historycznych zbioréw
ksigzek z klasztoréw rzymskokatolickich na analizowanych terytoriach.

Stowa kluczowe: Litwa, biblioteki, archiwa, klaszory, kasaty, historia





